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UOUISVaiE  Ky.  (BP) 

-  Mauriot  HirMon,  84. 
v¥ortd  <wnoyB  pianigt  and 
mutioologitf  who 
8ia  lonpMMrving  lao> 
uHy  mambar  in  lha  higlory 
of  Soulham  SaminaiY  in 
LouitvMa.  Ky.  diad  New.  11 
aftar  a  battla  whh  cancar. 

Ha  wat  tha  aanior  profaa 
aor  of  piano  at  lha  aaminary 
and  taught  couraaa  lhara  for 
68  yaara.  'Ha  was  a  won- 
darful  Christian  gardaman 
who  combinad  his  lova  for 
studanis  with  hia  loua  for 
muaia  haui^  a  vary  rara  gift 
both  as  a  pianist  ai^  as  ona 
of  tha  gfaat  scholars  of  tha 
piano  as  an  inairumans.*  said 
R.  AM)art  MoNar  Jr.  praai- 
dant  of  Soulharn  Sarninary. 
Hinson  was  also  ona  of  tha 
saminary's  moat  aadaly- 
pubiahad  scholars,  14 
books  and  ovar  100  arddes 


MBIVmTHMiDCX 

IMTESCOMPMIIES 

RAIJBGH.  N.C.  (Spadol)  - 
TYia  Farih  Orfvan  Conaumar 
organoabon  of  Maigh.  N.C. 
has  ralaaaad  its  fast  Faidi 
Quaftiy  Indax  (FEiX  which  wB 
armuaiy  rata  how  wai  ma^ 
oranos  aoanowioQga  laioi 
drhan  oonatanars  in  dia  mar- 
losbplaoa.  Tfia  sop  oompsasaa 
dsa  yaar  inoliMia  Chiclr4ilA 
noDoy  ijodo%  wicwwmo 
Battarisa.  Tyson  Foods. 

uarrai.  waanan.  ano 
Thriwnt  Financiol.  according 
to  a  praaa  ralaaaa  from  dia 
oiganinrtion. 


MNB.  BEMOANS 

UB/mmioa 


WASHmOION  (Bf>)  -  lib- 


ing  fraadom  of  balwf  and 
cofiaclafica  in  dia  Unrtad 


lagraadina 
diacuaaion  at  GaoraaSown 
Unharatfy.  *1  am  aahamad  of 
it.  I  am  angarad  by  4/  said 
Phi  ZuclBarman.  sociology 
prolaaaor  at  Pftzar  Colaga 
in  Claramont.  Ca.  and  an 
athaiat.  *4  is  upaatling.  and 
it  is  dMturbing.*  Kiraian  Pow- 
an.  USA  Ibdsy  columnist 
and  poitioal  anafysi  for  For 
Nawa.  noiad.  "Whan  you 
tova  ^ry  lima  idaological 
fwaraiiy.  ...a4iat  do  you  gat? 
Hbu  gat  audiorfiarianiam.* 


Study  group  proposed 


UNITY  TALK  Sotithem  Baptist  Convantton  Praaidant  Ronnia  Floyd,  National  Baptist 
Convantion  Praaidant  Jarry  Young,  arnf  iaading  pastors  of  both  danominationa  discuss  tha 
church's  rola  in  racial  unity  at  Mission  Mississippi'a  Racial  Reconciliation  Catabration  Nov.  4  at 
tha  Jackson  Convantion  Cantar.  (BP  photo) 


Floyd,  Young  also  agree  to 
discuss  racim  healing  comm. 


JACKSON,  Miss.  {W\  ^ 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Ronnie  Floyd  and 
National  Baptist  Convention 
President  Jer^ 
agreed  to  appoint  ajeint  study 
group  and  perhaps  s  steering 
committee  to  continue  dia¬ 
logue  on  racial  healing  among 
Chnstians  and  ultimately 
tcross  the  nation. 

Floyd  presented  the  ides 
to  Young  at  the  Mission  Mis- 
sisstTOi  Racial  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  Celebration  Nov.  4  at  the 
Jackson  Convention  Center, 
recommending  that  both  men 
appoint  perhaps  three  mem¬ 
bers  from  each  Baptist  group 
to  continue  dialcme  on  a 
conference  call  hasli  and  de¬ 
termine  three  or  four  steps  to 
implement  to  achieve  racial 
reconciliation. 

"Not  to  mtntmiae  anything, 
but  we  want  to  be  able  to  have 
dreams  that  we  can  conquer, 
and  %ve  have  to  crawl  before  «ee 
walk,  and  we  have  to  remem- 


ID  minirnize 
anything,  but  W8  want 
to  be  able  to  hBYB 
dreamg  that  we  can 
conquar,  and  we  hafwe 
to  cra^  befoie  W8 
walk,  and  we  haw 
to  remember  we're 
nothing  FTKxe  than  a 
bunch  of  preachers 
trying  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  to  a  world 
that's  desperately 
hurting.* 


her  %ve're  nothing  mote  than 
a  bunch  of  preachers  trying  to 
proclaim  the  Gosml  to  a  %vorld 
that’s  desperateV  hurting,” 


Floyd  said  to  Young.  "Would 
you  be  cool  with  that?" 

"I  would  be  cool  with  that," 
Young  responded.  "I  think  it’s 
absolutely  on  time.  I  wrote 
dovm,  *Wny  don't  we  establish 
s  steering  committee  for  that 
very  same  reason.  ...1  think 
progress  is  not  about  speed. 
It’s  about  direction." 

Floyd  acknowledged  the 
pemibility  of  a  steeri^  com¬ 
mittee.  "He  and  1  vKlI  vrork 
together  to  just  really  get  to 
appointing  two  or  three  of 
you  guys  from  each  one  of 
our  conventions  and  try  to 
vrork  throng  thia,  and  per¬ 
haps  one  of  those  [takeaway] 
things  can  be  your  idea  about 
a  steeriim  committee  or  some 
kind  of  ranctional  task  force, 
ss  was  suggested  before,  be¬ 
tween  our  conventions." 

Floyd  is  senior  pastor  of 
multi-campus  Cross  Church 
in  northwestern  Arkansas. 
Young  is  senior  pastor  of  New 
Hope  Church  in  Jackson. 


Biloxi  boy 
at  center 


of  divisive 
Barbie  ad 

NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
raporta)  --  Mattel’s  Moschi¬ 
no  Barbie  commercial  featur¬ 
ing  for  die 
time  a 
hoy  play- 
ing  with 
the  doll  has 
gone  viral 
across  the 
Internet, 
hut  could 
contribute 
to  sender 
confusion 
and  distort  God’s  intended 
image  of  humanity,  say  ex¬ 
perts  in  gender  identity  issues 
and  ministry  to  those  experi¬ 
encing  same  sex  attraction. 

Srvm-year-old  Taylor 
Gre|o^  Rodriguez  of  Buoxi 
is  the  Doy  depicted  through¬ 
out  the  advatiaement  as  a 
Barbie  fan. 

"The  ad  is  a  symptom  of  so 
many  things  that  nave  gone 
wrong  in  our  world  and  are 
affecting  children,  such  as 
children  growing  up  with¬ 
out  fsthers,  the  breakdown 
of  marriage,  the  blurring 
of  gender  roles,  and  hyper- 
aexualized  media,”  sakf  Jeff 
Johnston,  a  Focus  on  the 
Family  issues  analyst  %vho 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


name’s  vital  state  partners 


Ihis  if  the  time  of  year  in  ow 
Southern  ^ptist  tolly  when  our 


JL  state  Baptist  convention  partners 
gather  for  their  annual  meetings.  I  have 
enjoyed  being  a  part  of  several  of  th^ 
events  this  year,  which  always  provide  a 
chance  to  hear  about  how  God  is  work¬ 
ing  throu^  our  churches  and  partner- 
shipa  in  No^  America. 

It  is  also  a  mat  time  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  me  partnership  we  have 
vrith  our  conventions  and  to  remind 
Southern  ^ptists  that  much  of  the 
North  Amencan  Mission  Board  (NAMB) 
ministry  work  flows  through,  and  in  co¬ 
operation  %vith,  these  partners.  Here  are 
some  highlights  of  how  these  partner¬ 
ships  tmpim: 


Guest  opinion 

with  Kevin  E2ell 


a  portion  of  the  funds  we  sent,  even  if 
%ve  provided  85%,  90%,  or  even  95%  of 
their  funding.  However,  state  partners 
often  could  not  provide  their  portion. 
TTiis  left  money  on  the  table  vear  af¬ 
ter  year.  Soutliem  Baptists  don’t  give 
sacriflciallv  so  that  we  can  leave  money 
unspent.  Two  years  ago  wc  b^n  offer¬ 
ing  non-South  state  convention  partners 
a  100%  plan  which  limits  spending  on 
infrastructure  and  it  places  a  maxi¬ 
mum  amount  of  funmng  on  the  held  for 
church  planting  and  evangelism.  All  but 
one  our  non-South  state  partners  are 
on  board  or  are  in  the  proc^  of  adopt¬ 
ing  this  plan.  By  the  way,  the  100%  plan 
would  not  have  been  poi»ible  without 
the  sacrifices  made  by  the  leaders  of  our 
South  convention  states. 


Moat  boomenahvetod^  can  care  by  the  fireplace?  Do  we  want  our 

remember  the  thrill  of fiziding  tee»repetogsudi  lyrics  ovpan^ 
our  fiworite  45s  stuffed  in  OMer,  until  tiieuuesbcM  for  violeot 
the  slockii^  on  Christinas  morning  actsisreducedtoaerointheirdevelop- 

DoQtkDQwwhata*45”wa8?Well,it  iog  minds?  Christian  patents  should 

waa  a  music  dc^very^'Stem  that  waa  fw  a  hard  look  (car  Bsten,  rather)  at 

pfevakot  before  frunescaine  along.  todays  pop  mask. 

Actoa^,  a  forap  time  before  fnmes  Too  many  parents  tiuidc  pop  music 

came  aiQi^.  Let’s  just  leave  it  at  that  wharfnleas,regMtflt«ioftheaulject 

Pcipimiiric  has  always  been  ed»  matter.  Thqr  argue*  **When  I  was 

and  pixmientive,  even  m the  old d^  growing up,pQpniuM glorified drua 

of  45S^  Suggestive  rhythms  and  rifi^  use  but  I  dK]n*t  turn  into  a  dope  head.* 

niiitdbed%vith(AefwrougMlyi^  While  tiiatmi^  be  true,  many  oto 
ab(aityott!igkyve,gmalQtofusalot  youiig  people  Sack  then  vveie  ruined 

ofunrealisDckfeMalxanfifeto  by  the  aru^prooiatedm  those  aongs. 

so(mdl8peQedbyadiiltbood.That  was  Even  more  to  the  point,  bow  roaity 
theiLTmiisiiow.  soon  of  any  pop  muric  era  called  upon 

ft*s  too  bad!  the  musk  industiy  has  yoitm  to  torture*  murder,  rm  and 
becometoasvrickedap'^perveneas  destroy  anyone  who  gets  in  the  way  of 
every  other  form  of  sen  jar  entertain-  tL^pfau^?  A  whole  musk  enkure 

mentinthkoountiy.AVxmwithmov-  haa.^pra^  up  anaxnd  such  behavior, 
iesj  televiaioiL  and  riid'Ov  me  musk  and  is  supported  by  unwitting 

industry  has  for  many  yuan  been  in  parents  too  tinud  to  hdoeaetto 

a  race  to  see  just  bow  low  it  can  take  WoridNetDaityoohimmstThom- 

humaifiiy.*The  coarser  the  better,*  as  dipping  thinks  all  of  this  has  a 

seanatobethedpgpmofthemodm  tragfe  effect 
musk  indistiy.  nThe  teenage  murderer  of  Officer 

The  worst  offendera  on  todies  William  Robertson  in  Milwaukee  aaid 
musk  scene  extol  the  virtues  oc  raping  ImwasiiifpirBdlw  lyrics  fiorngttigsta 


<»  church  pUiitt.evantelum,  or  church 
levitoliatibn.  We  stiM  *1*0  hdp  provide 
certain  convention  staff  posWona  and 

church  planting  catalyrtT^  riantmg.  To<^  rt  1^3.9*.  Of  rourse, 

^  ^  the  top  priority  for  these  new  churches  IS 

■  The  leaders  of  state  Baptist  oonven-  rwetog  penple  for  Ch^,  but  as  th^ 

tions  in  the  Sooth  have  pUyed  a  vital  churc*  plants  grow  and  s^^n,  th^ 
role  in  helping  us  shift  more  of  NAMB’s  ^tribute  inorc  through  the  Co^tiw 
funding  to  non-South  areas.  NAMB  had  Program  imd  m  other  ways,  benrfting  the 

been  spending  more  than  $10  million  state  ^ptist  cooyentoon  %^re  thty  are 
agnuafiy  in  South  sUtes  where  the  over-  located  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
whehakag  amount  of  Southern  Baptist  tfon  fosuUy  at  large. 

Convention  resources  already  exist. 

Now,  South  leaders  have  allowed  us  to  .  We  don  t  partner  with  state  conwn- 
move  to  an  annual  grant  of  $300,000  for  tions  in  eveiy  area  of  their  work.  This 
each  of  their  states.  Again,  these  funds  shouldn’t  be  a  surprise,  but  it  also 
are  to  be  used  on  churdi  planting,  evan-  shoiddn’t  be  an  emphasis.  Instead,  I 
gelism,  and  church  revitauzation.  This  is  want  to  celebrate  our  partnerships  and 
aUowiM  us  to  put  an  actional  six  mil-  aim  more  of  our  efforts  toward  serving 

lion  dollars  annually  in  non-South  areas  pastors,  strens^eniM  the  church,  and 
to  increase  the  chum  planting  capacity,  reaching  peofMe  for  Christ. 

■  We  now  have  a  100%  funding  plan  Ezell  is  president  of  NAMB,  located 

model  for  non-South  state  conven-  in  Alpharetta,  Ga.  His  commentary  op¬ 

tion  partners.  In  the  past*  NAMB  has  pears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Fress.  Edited 
required  these  conventions  to  match  for  style  and  aarity. 
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WOAKINQ  TOGETHER  —  Chris  Gustafson  and  his  sons  Joshua  (center)  and  Andrew  show 
their  handiwork  at  The  Manger  Build  event  for  dads  and  their  children  at  Eastern  Heights 
Church  in  Jeffersonville,  In.  The  elder  Gustafson  is  the  church's  pastor.  (BP  photo) 


Manger  building  ministry  a 
hit  with  Indiana  churches 


JEFFERSONVILLE.  Ind.  (BP) 

—  Long  before  Thanksgiving 
and  even  HaBowneen.  Eastern 
Heights  Church  in  Jefferson- 
vilk.  In.,  gettiiu  ready  for 
<3irtenas.  For  the  third  consec¬ 
utive  vetf .  the  Southeni  Baptist 
cHurcn  is  paitkipat^  in  The 
Manm  Build,  a  project  to  help 
men  keep  Christ  in  mont  of  their 
families  at  Christmas. 

It's  a  day  of  excitement  as 
fathers  and  children  gather  to 
build  a  life-size  wooden  manger 
to  take  home  or  ove  to  a  neigh¬ 
bor  as  a  remiiMhn*  of  the  rea¬ 
son  for  die  season,  said  Patrick 
Lynch,  associate  pastw  at  the 
church  in  southern  Indiana. 

''When  everyone  gets  togeth¬ 
er  in  the  foyer  area,  it’s  ^  ham¬ 
mers  ming  at  once,*  said  Lynch, 
%vho  (urects  the  event  “It's  over¬ 
whelmingly  loud  and  kids  and 
dads  are  setting  together.  'Hie 
moment  grab  their  kits, 
that’s  when  tne  tun  starts.” 

The  Manser  Build  was  de- 
suned  by  Mike  Young,  founder 
otNoble  Warriore,  a  men's  min¬ 
istry  baaed  in  Midlodiian,  Va., 
near  Richmond.  It  started  more 
than  a  decade  ago  as  a  hobby. 
Formerly  employed  in  his  fom- 
ihr's  constructKMi  business, 
Young  gathered  his  four  chil¬ 
dren  m  their  garage  to  look  for 


families  showed  up  to  build  one 
at  a  United  Methodist  church 
in  our  community. 

‘The  gi^  loved  it  From  the 
first  experienoe  untif  now.  evm 
church  that  does  this  says  its 
loiid  and  a  little  diaotic,  the 
photos  are  always  the  same  — 
dads  on  the  floor  with  hammer 
and  naOs,  coadiing  kids,  and  the 
kids  are  cxdtod.’ 

Noble  Warriors  didn’t  move 
its  Manger  Build  kit  into  the 
marketpuce  until  2013.  Over 
the  post  two  years,  200  church¬ 
es  in  32  states  have  participated, 
a  number  of  Southern 


materials  they  could  use  to  build 
a  manger. 

After  organiziiig  Noble  War¬ 
riors  in  200s  Young  said  he 
wondered  if  ouier  men  would  be 
interested  in  partidpating  if  he 
cut  the  wood. 

“We  came  upjvith  the  de¬ 
sign  %ve  use  now,"  said  Young, 
a  member  of  Parkway  Churcn 
in  Moseley,  Va.  "I  put  out  an 
email  to  my  network  and  21 


Its  Christinas  focus, 
the  overarching  vision  of  The 
Mang^  Build  is  to  hefo  church¬ 
es  men  toward  long-term 
and  spiritual  lead- 
ir  families  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

At  Eastern  Heights  Church, 
15  mangers  were  assembled 
1^  vear.  Attendees  induded  a 
oou{^  of  grandfathers  and  vol¬ 
unteer  men  for  children  of  single 
mothers.  Lynch  said. 

"What  we  like  about  it  is  it’s 
such  an  easy  set-up,"  Lynch 
said.  The  dads  win  out  as  a  nero 
and  ifs  a  ouick  dean-up  after¬ 
wards.  It’s  the  nerfoct  project  for 
dada  We  usuallv  have  a  sample 
made  and  it  ends  up  in  the  cnil- 
dren's  minis^  department  and 
on  stage  Christinas  Eve." 

Whm  Bethel  Church  in  Yor- 
ktown,  Va.,  organized  its  first 
build  last  year,  project  coordi¬ 
nator  Joe  Blanchard  thought 
30  families  might  show  up. 
Instead,  the  church  wound  up 
with  77  fathers,  150  children 
and  22  coaches  who  helped 
where  needed. 


_ti-up  pn 
oessful  that  Noble  Warriors  sent 
a  video  crew  to  record  the  fes¬ 
tivities,  which  can  be  viewed  at 
https: // vimeopro.com/ noble- 
waniors/tbe-bethel-stoiy. 

“Tm  a  detail  person,”  said 
Blanchard,  a  general  contrac¬ 
tor  and  longtime  Bethel  Church 
member.  "I  went  by  the  book 
95%  of  the  time.  The  day  of  the 
event  1  was  sitting  back,  twid¬ 
dling  my  thumbs  because  my 
work  was  done." 

Blanchard  said  he  started  two 
months  ahead  of  time,  first  pray- 
i^  about  who  to  include  on  the 
six-member  team  to  implement 
the  build  The  church  learned 
about  it  through  senior  pastor 
Doug  Echols,  who  had  partici¬ 
pated  in  The  Manger  Build  while 
at  another  diurch. 

Blanchard  alrea^  had  plen¬ 
ty  of  experience  in  hands-on 
missions.  He  served  as  World 


Changers'  construction  coordi¬ 
nator  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  from  2010- 
12,  and  leads  a  Bethel  Chuch 
ministry  that  periodical!)'  fixes 
up  homes  in  the  Yorktown  area. 

Last  summer,  Blanchard  led  a 
23-membcr  crew  to  Vermont  to 
help  renovate  dormitory  rooms 
for  Northeastern  Baptist  College 
in  Bennington. 

Not  surprisingly,  missions 
was  uppermost  in  nis  mind  %vhen 
memwrs  discussed  whether 
to  extend  invitations  to  people 
outside  the  church  for  The  Man¬ 
ger  Build.  “If  we're  going  to  do 
a  ministry  thing,  I  want  to  do  it 
outside  tne  church,"  Blanchard 
said.  "We  had  guys  signing  up 
and  telling  guys  at  work  amut 
it.  Thirtv-Uiree  percent  of  the  fa¬ 
thers  who  came  weren’t  parr  of 
our  church." 


Kim:  Asian  American 
churches  vital  to  SBC 


FORT  WORTH,  Taxis  (BP)  - 

Asian  American  pastors  in¬ 
creasingly  have  a  place  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  noted  Paul  Kim,  Asian 
American  relations  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  SBC's  Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville,  at  a 
recent  A2CP2  (Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  Church  Planting/Coop- 
erative  Program)  conference 
at  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Ft.  Worth. 

During  the  A2CP2  confer¬ 
ence  for  Southwestern  Semi- 
naiy ’s  Asian  American  students 
and  professors,  Kim  under¬ 
scored  the  importance  of  de¬ 
veloping  leaders  in  preparation 
for  next-generation  disciple- 
ship  and  ^urch  planting,  and 
he  called  on  Asian  American 
pastors  to  participate  actively 
in  advancing  the  Kingdom  of 
God  through  the  SBC. 

Tfou  are  called  to  change  this 
society,  this  communitv’,"  he 
said.  With  more  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  now  serving  in  leadership 
positions  in  the  SBC,  “there 
IS  more  room  for  you  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  Southern  Baptist  life, 
Southern  Baptist  ministry  and 
Southern  Baptist  work." 

Kim  emphasized  that  South¬ 
western  Seminary  students  are 
among  those  God  has  called 
to  berome  key  leaders  for  the 
future.  “You  nave  a  great  re¬ 
sponsibility  from  God.  God  has 
assigned  ]^u  to  be  prepared 
and  equipp>ed  to  pr^n  the 
Word,"  he  said,  urging  confer¬ 
ence  attendees  to  use  their  time 
at  Southwestern  Seminary  to 
learn  as  much  as  they  can  about 
discipleship,  churcn  planting 
and  ministry. 

When  planting  new  churches 
after  graduating  fixim  the  semi¬ 
nary,  some  pastors  may  get  dis¬ 
couraged  by  the  small  size  and 
slow  growth  of  their  congrega¬ 
tions,  said  Kim,  a  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminar)'  trustee..  *The  key 


is  not  size,  but  the  measure  of 
faith,”  he  pointed  out. 

The  lai^e  majority  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  in  the 
United  States  are  small  church¬ 
es  with  less  than  250  members, 
Kim  said.  Numbers  do  not  de¬ 
termine  influence,  he  stated, 
because  small  churches’  gifts 
account  for  the  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Coopierative 
Program  which  funds  Southern 
Baptist  missions  and  ministry 
nationally  and  internationally. 

Churcn  growth  should  be 
measured  by  the  quality  of 
godly  relationships,  he  said. 
Tt’s  not  about  the  number.  It’s 
about  people’s  life  relation - 
shipw  with  God  and  with  one 
another.  The  Bible  tells  us  to 
love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
your  heart,  mind  and  strength, 
and  to  love  your  neighbors. 

“The  church  is  the  family  of 
God,  and  numbers  do  not  de¬ 
termine  the  love  and  care  we 
have  for  each  other." 

Asian  American  family  cul¬ 
ture  can  help  the  church  plant¬ 
ing  process,  Kim  added.  “We 
have  a  familial  concept  in 
church  planting,"  he  said.  Re¬ 
counting  his  own  longstand¬ 
ing  church  planting  ministry 
as  an  example,  Kim  described 
a  model  of  church  planting  in 
which  the  spxmsonng  parent 
churcn  continually  ti»es  care 
of  newly  planted  churches 
with  spiritual  mentorship  and 
financial  suppxirt. 

Kim  offers  as  ar:  example 
of  this  model,  Antioch  Church 
in  Cambridge,  Ma.  (previ¬ 
ously  Berkland  Church),  which 
he  planted  and  pxistored  for 
30  years.  Antioch  C]!hurch  has 

f (anted  13  churches  in  the 
Inited  States  and  13  churches 
overseas  in  countries  such  as 
Jap>an,  China,  Russia,  and  Tur¬ 
key  —  and  the  Antiodi  Church 
congregation  continues  to  nur¬ 
ture  them,  Kim  said. 


BROTHERS  IN  CHRIST  -  Paul  Kim  (front  row,  fifth  from 
left),  Asian  American  relations  consultant  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  Executive  Committee,  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  a  recent  A2CP2  (Asian  American  Church  Planting/ 
Cooperative  Program)  conference  at  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Ft.  Worth.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Southwestern  Seminary) 
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You  don’t  have  to  drive  too  far  until 
you  will  probably  see  aoroe  orange 
cones  in  the  road  and  on  the  side 
of  the  road.  1  see  them  evei^where, 
all  the  time.  Not  thirty  yann  from  my 
house,  there  are  several  that  are  on 
both  sides  of  the  road.  They  have  been 
there  for  months  and  it  does  not  appear 
as  though  the  contractor  is  wrapping 
up,  correcting,  and  finishing  the  won 
on  the  problem  that  was  there.  Whoev¬ 
er  designed  and  started  manufacturing 
orange  cones  and  barrels  is  probably 
pretty  well  fixed  today. 


thinjjs  exist  iust  in  the  United  States? 
Youll  find  them  anywhere.  It  doesn't 
matter  if  you’re  in  a  big  or  a  small 
little  villi^  out  in  the  middle  of  no¬ 
where.  Th^ve  got  some  orange  cones 
or  barrels  either  on  display  or  ready 
to  be  used,  and  it's  easy  to  understand 
why  there  are  so  maiw  of  them  vdien 
y^  realnse  what  tfaeyre  domg  there. 
The  orange  cones  are  alerting  us,  an¬ 
nouncing  to  ua  that  there  ia  a  problem 
just  ahead  and  you  would  be  wise  to 
slow  down,  mam  even  stop,  as  you  go 
by  or  through  that  area. 

Sometimes  the  cones  vrill  be  lined 
up  so  that  It  win  redirect  you  from  one 
road  to  another  or  take  you  on  a  detour 
in  a  different  direction,  out  nearly 
always  by  their  very  nature  they  are  a 
warning  that  something  is  not  normal 
and  that  you  may  not  n^  to  be  going 
to  the  same  place  or  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion  that^u  had  planned. 

It  m^t  be  helpful  if  we  recognize 
that  in  His  Word,  God  puts  some 
orange  cone  kind  of  warnings  in  our 


Orange  Cones  on 
the  Road  of  Life 


pathvray.  They  are  called  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments.  in  most  places  todi^  — 
especially  in  public  areas  ~  tbey^  not 
almwed  to  be  shown  and  some  people 
would  even  dedare  that  they  are  not 
relevant  thinking  and  that  there  are  no 
absolutes  about  truth  nor  God  nor  the 
actions  in  our  lives.  Here  is  the  undeni¬ 
able  fKt:  If  you  see  one  of  the  orange 
cone  commandments  and  you  cboose 
to  ignore  it  or  defy  it  and  drive  on,  you 
wilTsoon  find  that  when  you  get  your¬ 
self  put  buck  together  the  orange  cone 
was  there  for  a  reason  and  the  reason 
was  to  help  you  and  to  guide  you  and 
bless  you  and  keep  you  from  going  off 
inthatditcfa. 

God  did  not  give  us  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  to  harm  us,  but  to  keep  us 


from  being  harmed.  He  wasn’t  trying  to 
rob  us  of  enjoyment  in  life  but  to  ke^ 
us  on  a  path  that  would  brills  joy  to  our 
lives.  A  student  nvho  finds  hinudf  in  a 
tight  spot  in  sdmol,  or  a  business  person 
with  his  buck  against  the  waU  in  some 
deal,  or  any  of  us  coming  to  the  reality 
ofa  wrong  decision  in  tile  nyy  think 
about  the  easy  way  out  and  tell  a  lie. 

Somehow,  wonderfully,  God  maizes  to 
I^aoe  an  orange  cone  ri^  there  in  front 
of  us  that  says,  *Doo*t  go  there.  Don’t 
teQ  an  untruth  regardless  of  bow  conve¬ 
nient  it  might  be  and  how  much  it  may 
save  you  fiom  embarrassment.” 

when  God  says,  Thou  shalt  not 
commit  aduheiy”  (Exod.  20:14),  He 
does  so  for  our  good.  Regardless  of  the 
circumstances  or  who  is  involved,  you 


cannot  justify  nor  rationalize  nor  find  a 
better  life  by  going  past  God’s  warning 
into  a  wrong  relatioiiahip. 

In  the  Old  Testament  you  can  watch 
and  oftentimes  see  when  people  cross 
over  and  ignore  the  onmge  cones  of 
life.  You  could  even  raiae  an  accusing 
finger  and  say,  "There  you  go.  cross¬ 
ing  the  lines  and  goix«  outside  the 
bcmnds,”  but  in  the  New  Testament 
Jesus  brought  a  new  view  of  the  warn¬ 
ings  to  help  us  understand  that  they  are 
noHust  external,  they’re  internal. 

One  by  one  throuuiout  the  Sermon 
on  the  MCMint,  Jesus  nelps  us  to  under¬ 
stand  that  it  is  not  iust  going  out  and 
with  our  hare  hanoi  kiffing  someone, 
but  that  we  can  live  with  such  hate  in 
our  hearts  that  we  commit  muixler  and 
cross  over  the  qniitua]  tines,  ignoring 
the  orange  cone  warnings  of  m.  Others 
may  not  see  it,  but  we  know  it 

Miowing  that  God  has  a  warning 
system  in  piaoe  —  an  oranM  cone  min¬ 
istry  —  what  are  we  to  do?  Three  quick 
thoughts  as  you  travel  the  road  today. 

■  Asaeaa.  Watch  for  the  warnings 
that  God  brings  to  your  sight  and  to 
your  heart 

■  Avoid.  Don’t  go  there.  Don’t 
say  that  Don’t  pursue  that  Avoid 
tbepitfall. 

■  AdDiiat  Adjust  your  direction, 
speed,  and  plans  so  that  you  can  go 
another  direction.  Proverbs  3:6  says, 
"And  he  shall  direct  thv  patlw.”  He  will, 
so  watch  carefully  for  the  orange  cones 
on  your  roadway. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions^fnbcb.org. 


College  News 


Tho  WILLIAM  CAfWY  UMVCIISITY  foronaics  toom,  undor  tho  direction  of  Assistant  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Communication  JannifarTalbart,  placad  first  ovarall  and  firat  in  individual  avants  at  the 
recant  Rad  River  SwingToumament  at  touiaiana  Slala  University  in  Shreveport. 
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(AT  IgT)  MM  glSlMW  COtUEOTS  Gradu- 
aM  School  oomrnerioamarit  Dac.  18  will  feature 
2nd  District  US.  Representative  BennieThomp- 
son  as  the  keynote  tpaaker.Caremoniea  at  the 
Ai.  Wood  Cofieeum  well  begin  at  7  pm  About 
273  MC  students  wilt  receive  graduate  or  lew 
school  cfipiomas.  tAT  RMMT)  MlfiiglMPI 
cot  t.FOF*>  Coonaaiing  Sarvicas  direcior,  Moi^ 
gan  Bryant  received  the  Counaelor  of  the  War 
award  from  the  Mietisaippi  Uceneed  fVofaa 
sional  Couneelort  Association  in  a  meeting  in 
Biloxi  in  early  November.  Holding  two  degrees 
from  Mississippi  Stale  Untvereity  and  a  docto^ 
ate  in  counselor  education  from  the  University 
of  Mississippi,  the  Meridian  native  joined  the 
Miseiesippi  College  center  in  July  2011.  Last 
year,  the  program  headquartered  in  Alumni  Hall 
served  400  students  on  the  Ointon  campus. 


C  KNU  LWGGCKMGNKX  B  PBQN  HKXW 
TWH,  XACX  TN  SWQN  WKN  CKWXANZ; 

CE  B  ACQN  SWQNM  TWH,  XACX  TN 
CSEW  SWQN  WKN  CKWXANZ. 

DWAK  XABZXNNK:  XABZXT-OWHZ 

due:  S  »  L  | 

ffovefimunthcryptographyandiocerciseyourBihitknawl- 
ed^.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verm  has  been  mwoded  by 
tetter  substitution.  The  same  ktter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  pus^  Sotue  by  Mai  and  error.  Answer  to  tost  I 

pusde;  Luke  9:23 

•fOwriM  Hex  1932-2004.0  20IIS  ^ 
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t>e»ign  A  Integratioa  of  ProfcMiofuil  Audio.  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Cofiiercncc  Room.  School 
Lquipmcnt  sales,  service  and  inatallation 

Tkooper  Hales  p.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-W47 

mro^jmsaudiotk.com  Ointon,  MS  .10060  Fax  60I-<>24.2HH() 
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WEST  FOKDi:  KMiya  (BP)  > 
Baptist  voloiitieen  fixxn 
too  slate  devek)ped  a  paitncf^^ 
with  Kenyan  students  and  saw  28 
people  bsptiaed  when  they  tnv- 
elea  out  Of  Nor^  America  for  the 
fust  time  to  share  the  Gospel  with 
an  unreached  people  group  in 
sub-SahanmAma. 

looking  bade,  it  was  just  it 
waa  a%resoiiier  aaid  Kem  Mel* 
one,  one  of  the  wrfunteen.  "ft 


IN  THE  SPffllT  -  Pastor  Emmanuel  Nangoria  (right),  an 
unidantiftad  man,  and  guests  from  Amertes  worship  with 
the  congregation  of  Bethei  Church  in  Chentoril,  West  Pokot 
County,  Kenya.  Singing  in  the  Pokot  area  often  involves  a  lot 
of  jumping.  (BP  photo) 


Vols  eager  to  return  to  Kenya  after  baptisms 


- 1  just  gave  us 

the  strength  to  do  it 

MrioM  traveled  earlier  this 
year  with  David  Wells,  aaaod* 
ate  pastor  of  Terrace  Heights 
Chundi  in  Yakima,  Wa.,  to  part¬ 
ner  with  Chad  Pumpe&v,  former 
diurch  member  aim  the  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
student  ministry  leader  in  Nai¬ 
robi,  Kenya. 

Pump^  invited  the  pair  ofver 
to  share  dirist  in  West  Pokot, 
plant  new  churches,  eooourap 
the  four  eristing  peatora  in  the 
region,  and  help  train  students 
ftxan  the  Uitiverai^  of  Nairobi 
%vbo  are  catriung  me  vision  for 
church  pUnting  anmng  un- 
leacbed  people  croups  in  Africa. 

"I  thixw  the  umrnate  goal  of  tiie 
trip  was  to  just  really  be  naiidsKX) 
fonders  and  catalystB  and  evange- 
lists  aO  in  one,”  Wells  said. 

In  five  days  the  team  of  volun¬ 
teers  and  Studesita  taw  15  people 
saved  sod  28  baptised.  Mel- 
one,  who  works  with  The  River 
Church,  a  small  church  plant  in 
Moxee,  Wa.,  was  overvMmed 
to  see  the  river  baptisms. 

The  closest  tiung  1  could  pic¬ 
ture  would  be  people  lining  up 
to  John  the  Baptist  at  the  river 
to  be  baptized,  it  %va8  awesome! 
It  was  raw  and  just  great  to  see, 
like  my  whole  chtueh  getting 
baptized  at  once,"  be  sakL 


GOSPEL  SHARED  Washington  state  volunteer  Kevin 
Melone  (third  from  right),  a  member  ofThe  River  Church  in 
Moxee,  Wa.;  University  of  Nairobi  student  George  “Odidi" 
Odhiambo  (second  from  right);  and  pastor  Hudson  Ambaka 
(right)  share  the  Creation  to  Christ  story  with  a  vwman  named 
Chep^uo  (seated,  center)  while  others  listen  at  her  home¬ 
stead  about  a  45-minute  walk  from  Bethel  Church.  (BP  photo) 

Within  tiie  last  year,  120  peo-  “I  would  like  to  return  [to  Ke- 
ple  have  come  to  Oirist  and  four  n^j,  and  I  don’t  want  to  return 
cfaurdiBs  have  been  plartfed.  Wefls  alone,’*  Melone  said.  "1  think 
and  Mrione  hope  toW^  bring  the  this  would  be  a  great  oppor- 
Nairobi  stude^  akxigsade  the  tunity  for  our  chur^  to,  over 
woriLasmissionaries-iii-tiaimng  severa  years,  do  mission  trips 

"We  are  iust  one  step  in  mat  like  this." 


pie  have  come  to  Oirist  and  four 
efaurdha  have  been  plaiited.  Weils 
and  Mrione  hope  to  tielp  faring  the 
Nairobi  studems  akxigsade  the 
woiiL  as  misskxiaries-iii-tiaimnfc 

"We  are  just  one  step  in  triat 
process  of  evangelizing  and  get¬ 
ting  to  see  CkxT  work  by  giving 
the  students  fitxn  Univmi^  of 
Nairobi  the  opportimity  to  exAh 
tranriute  and  specifically  share 
the  Gospel,"  said  Wel]s»  who  saw 
firstiiand  how  monies  raised  for 
his  and  Melone’s  trip  were  also 
used  to  give  the  students  the  op' 
poitunity  to  paitkmte. 

Curr^  cnurch  teaders  in  West 
Pokot  are  praying  for  a  gcxxl  part¬ 
nership  b^wm  Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  and  students  like  the 
one  attained  on  this  trip.  Melone 
noted  be  is  eager  to  go  home  aixl 
cast  the  vision  for  his  church. 


■  Pray  for  the  Washington 
churches  involved  in  the  mission 
trip  to  foOow  (fod’s  leading  in  fu¬ 
ture  partnerships  %vith  Chad  and 
Ken^  students. 

■  Pray  students  in  Nairobi 
wiD  respond  to  the  Gospel  and 
catdi  the  vision  to  take  me  Cfos- 
pd  to  the  unreached  people 
groups  of  Africa. 

■  Pray  for  the  four  existing 
pastors  in  West  Pokot  to  contin¬ 
ue  in  wise  leadership  and  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  their  people. 


Pro-family  prof  under  fire  at  California  university 


NORTHRDQE,  CaNL  (BP)  -  A 
tenured  Southern  Baptist  profes¬ 
sor  at  a  unrver^  in  Canfornia 
could  fooc  dwmiasal  for  allegedly 
"retaliatii^  against  a  student 
who  oompiaii^  about  his  lup- 
pext  tv  trexfitkxial  nuiriage. 

"IfI%weretouaelegal  1 
terms  even 
this  h  not  a  kggl  pro- 
~  IVe  been 
(xxivictDd  but  not  aen- 
tenced,"  said  Robert  Os¬ 
car  Lopez,  m  aarociate 
prafesror  ^  English  and 
daisies  at  Califoniia 

State  Umvertity-North-  _ _ 

ridge  (C8UN).  TTiey 
said  that  1  %vas  gu^ 
of  retaliation,  whi^  is  a  serious 
cham  in  academia.” 

If  found  guilty,  Lopez  oouW 
be  demoted,  suroended  without 
pay,  or  dismissea. 

In  June,  Ixipez  learned  uni¬ 
versity  officiaKs  had  spent  eight 


months  investigating  him  after 
students  compiainea  about  be¬ 
ing  expo^  to  a  "hoctile  learn¬ 
ing  environment”  during  a 
2014  optional  conference  orga¬ 
nized  by  Lopez  at  the  schom’s 
Reagan  Library. 

Hie  conference, 
called  Bonds  That  Mat¬ 
ter,  emphasized  the  tm- 
porttfioe  for  diildren  of 
having  both  a  mother 
axxianther. 

eSUN  found  no 
^  fiuh  with  Lopez  dur- 
^  ^  tng  its  investigation 
into  complaints  about 
the  oonfaence’s  sup¬ 
posedly  *a]iti-|ay"  arid 
"anti-femiile”  agenda.  However, 
fo  October  the  uruversity  duaged 
Lopez  with  "retaliating  against  a 
stiident  who  broui^t  complaints 
about  him  to  the  Muninistration. 

Amonfl  the  charges  Ls  that  he 
prevented  the  student  from  re- 


;  him  after 


Amonfl  the  charges  is  that  he 
revented  the  student  from  re- 


oeiviiifl  an  award  to  which  she 
alleged^  waa  entitled.  The  Daily 
Sigw  reported. 

Lopez  contests  this  charge. 
The  student  received  an  "A*  in 
his  daaa,  according  to  The  Daily 
Signal,  and  Lopez  said  the  aUega- 
tions  against  brni  are  based  upon 
undocumented  teatiioony  01  the 
student  The  administration, 
he  added,  declined  to  consider 
emails  and  otiier  documentation 
that  seemed  to  corroborate  his 
side  of  the  story. 

Charles  S.  liMandri,  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  counsel  of  the 
Freedom  of  Oxisdenoe  Defense 
Fund  in  Rancho  Santa  Fe,  Ca., 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  CSUN  Pro¬ 
vost  Yi  Li  that  Lopez  neither 
retaliated  against  students  nor 
interfered  with  their  attempts  to 
bring  complaints  before  CsUN’s 
Office  of  Equity  and  Diversit> . 

“Under  the^  drcumstances. 
we  have  no  choice  but  to  con¬ 


clude  that  the  disposition  of  this 
inveatigation  is  a  purely  politicai 
and  ideoloKical  attack  on  Dr.  Lo¬ 
pez  ibr  bolding  —  and  exposing 
students  to  —  ideas  about  chil¬ 
dren’s  riflto  [to  a  mother  and 
fatiier]  are  apparently  un¬ 
popular,”  LiMandn  wrote. 

CSUN  spokemrson  Carmen 
Chandler  oefenoed  the  univer- 


the  univer¬ 


sity’s  ruling  against  I^pez.  The 
university,  she  told  The  Daily 
Sifln^,  "is  fully  committed  to  up- 
hmding  acad^ic  freedom  and 
free  speech,  as  well  as  the  right 
of  our  students  to  bring  forth 
concerns.  Any  investigation  re¬ 
sulting  from  student  complaints 
follows  established  (2SUN  proto¬ 
col  and  is  conducted  on  the  basis 
of  determining  whether  or  not 
there  has  been  a  violation  of  uni¬ 
versity  policy." 

A  member  of  a  Chinese  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  aingregatinn,  liOpez 
was  raLsed  bv  two  lesbians  and 


identified  as  bisexual  as  a  teen¬ 
ager.  He  came  to  frith  in  (Zhrist 
in  2008.  He  is  married  and  the 
father  of  two  children. 

Lopez  has  been  ari  outspoken 
advocate  for  the  traditional,  bib¬ 
lical  definition  of  marriage  and 
the  right  of  children  to  haw  both 
a  mott^  and  a  father.  He  filed  an 
amicus  brief  earlier  this  year  with 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  urging 
justices  not  to  redefine  mamage 
to  include  same-sex  couples. 

The  value  of  traditional  mar¬ 
riage  for  children,  Lopez  s^d, 
literally  was  “written  in  stone"  in 
the  10  Oimmandments’  admo-. 
nition  to  “honor  your  father  and 
your  mother"  (Fjcodus  20:12). 

“That  realh  means  that  you 
have  to  organize  vour  time  in  this 
life  around  sexual  difference  and 
around  a  vision  of  famil>  and  a 
debt  to  vt)ur  origins  which  re- 
snects  both  motherhfKxl  and  fa- 
tnerho<Ki."  he  said 
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OCNOCIOC  VICTIMS?  -Tiirofists  affiltated  with  tha  Muslim 
ISIS  prapara  to  axacuta  a  group  of  Coptic 
Chriftiant  who  rafuaad  to  lanounca  their  faith  and  convert  to 
Islam.  (Unattnbuted  photo) 


NO  ROOM  —  Refugee  camps  irr  Turkey,  Jordan,  and  Lebanon  are  at  capactty,  leaving  many 
refugees  with  insufficient  shelter.  With  no  way  to  return  horr>e  and  nowhere  else  to  goT  thou¬ 
sands  are  left  to  sleep  in  makeshift  quarters  on  the  streets.  (BP  photo) 

Ten  facts  about  refugees 
ensnared  in  current  crisis 


CENTRAL  ASIA  (BP)  -  MO- 
lions  of  people  across  Central 
Asia  have  crossed  borders  to 
escape  war.  persecutkm,  and 
violence.  Whue  Southern  Bap- 
tisli  oontmue  to  respond,  ma^ 
refagMB  «Bn§  to  hope  that 
wanes  sritb  sad)  psssii^  dav. 

The  following  is  a  hit  of  lo 
reahties  about  refugees  that 
many  people  in  the  U.S.  may 
not]^  reuize.  Abo,  learn  waw 
to  pray  and  bow  Baptist  Gloo- 
al  Reqponse  (BCR)  b  hdping 
noeet  needs. 

■  Children  are  soffier- 
ins*  Half  of  Syrian  refoaecs 
are  under  the  m  of  i8.  Tnree 
out  of  four  diiidren  have  knt 
a  loved  one  because  of  the  war 
and  daaperatdv  need  crisb 
counselorB.  VcAunteera  who 
can  organise  education,  Eng¬ 
lish.  ait,  or  i^rts  camps  play 
a  vital  rob  m  ministering  to 
children,  many  of  whom  are 
not  enrolbd  in  any  structured 
schodorogram. 

■  Sodler  la  inaolllclent. 
Refugee  camps  in  Turkey,  Jor¬ 
dan,  and  Lebanon  are  at  capac¬ 
ity.  Thousands  of  refugees  are 
Idt  to  sleep  on  the  streets. 

■  Winter  is  araronch- 
ins.  Most  refugees  nee  %vith 
on^  the  clothes  on  their  backs 
and  cell  obones.  Maiw  are  un¬ 
prepared  for  approaching  win¬ 
ter  weather. 

■  FcmmI  la  acaroe.  Refu¬ 
gees  who  travd  across  borders 
often  subsist  on  one  meal  a 
dav.  ProviskM)  of  food  b  a  criti- 
cai  asp^  of  refugee  relief. 

■  Refiiaeea  are  at  riak 
for  exploitation.  Crowded 
housing  conditions,  which 
include  p^ple  liviira  in  aban¬ 
doned  buildings,  place  many 
at  risk  of  abuse.  Pray  for  Goo 
to  protect  refugees,  espe¬ 
cially  children,  from  those 


who  prey  on  the  vulnerable 
and  oppressed. 

■  Many  refugen  are 
educated*  A  journalist  said 
he  Bed  hb  oountiy  because  he 
was  pcnecuted  for  expressing 
hb  views  OB  ftebitereet.  ReAi- 
gees  may  hate  been  engineers, 
medical  professionab,  acooun- 
tanta,  ecbcators,  or  aitbts  in 
their  home  countries.  There  b 
a  wide  diversity  of  professions 
represented  on  the  refugee 


“Hra 


Reftigpes  are  diverae. 
ReiiijgBas  may  spttk  Arabic, 
Persian,  Kurmanji,  Sorani,  or 
Urdu.  They  represent  mtany 
different  peopb  noups:  As¬ 
syrian,  Syrian,  Kura^Ji,  Yazkb, 
A%h^,  Persian,  or  PakbtanL 
Meeting  the  needs  of  so  many 
be  a  challenge  foe 
relief  workers,  but  H  presents 
an  incredibb  opportunity  for 


their  lives  when  flee  their 
ooantrbs.  According  to  gov¬ 
ernment  reports,  30  peopb 
drowned  near  the  Grew  is¬ 
land  of  Lesvos  in  a  period  of 
four  months,  yet  local  workers 
estimate  the  actual  number 
to  be  more  than  2^.  In  total, 
dose  to  3,000  peo]^  have  died 
croaaing  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  to  arrive  in  Europe. 

■  Orphans  are  at  riak. 
The  most  vulnerabb  refugees 
are  unaccompanied  minors, 
many  of  whom  have  been  out 
of  sdiool  for  a  year  or  more. 
Volunteer  teams  could  pro¬ 
vide  critical  support  through 
EngiblL  art,  sdence  or  spo^ 
canm  for  refugee  diiidren. 

■  Rehigeea  laugh,  ksve, 
and  hurt.  Refugm  arc  men, 
women,  and  children  just  like 
any  oth^  man,  woman,  or  child 


in  the  world.  Anyone  could  be¬ 
come  a  NiMte  given  the  right 
political  ctrcumstances. 

Pray 

.  Pray  for  God  to  give  you  a 
heart  full  of  compassion  for 
those  %vho  have  been  forced 
Born  their  homes  and  are 
adrift  in  the  world.  Pray  the 
Lord  vmU  heal  our  broken 
world  tIRugh  Christ,  the 
Prinee  of  Piece.  Pray  God  wfll 
bring  etentf  hope  to  many 
refugees  throng  the  Gospd 
message  of  a  heavenly  Father, 
fornvenesa  throu|d)  Christ 
and  a  home  in  heaven  that  vriU 
never  fade  away. 

Pray  God  will  execute  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  weak  and  the  fa- 
therbaa  and  deliver  them 
from  the  hand  of  the  wicked. 
Pray  God  will  give  peopb  the 
desire,  resources  and  time 
to  ynXk  in  obedbnee  as  they 
learn  about  refiigeea. 

iMraiBora 

Learn  more  about  bow 
Baptist  Global  Response  b 
respondina  to  refugee  needs 
in  places  nke  Syria,  Northern 
Iraa  Lebanon,  Jord^  Turkey, 
and  Greece  by  going  to  fjoba. 
org/projecta/proj^_detail/ 
syna-criab.  For  instance,  bbn- 
kets  for  refuge^  which  peopb 
can  hrip  provi^  for  $10  per 
blanket,  are  being  distributed 
throu^  BGR 

Learn  more  about  how  in- 
dividuab  or  a  team  can  serve 
DoupB  of  refugees  in  Central 
Asb  throu^  sports  or  education 
oppoftunitiea  for  two  months 
or  more  by  emaSing  foanebh# 
got^org,  or  contacl  Jeff  Palmer 
at  jpahner^^gobgrorg  to  bam 
aboirt  other  opportunities. 


Trio  asks  for  finding 
of  genocide  against 
targeted  Christians 


VM8HMGTON  (BP)  -  The  U.S. 
State  Desertment  should  not 
cgdodcChiirti^^  if 

and  Syrb  guilty  of  pBOodde, 
Southem  Baptist  Ethks  and 
ReBgious  Liberly  CommMoa 
PrMdent  Russdl  Moore  has  told 
Secretary  of  State  John  Kerry. 

In  a  Nbv.  16  letter,  Moore  re¬ 
sponded  to  a  report  tiie  Stale  De¬ 
partment  b  preparing  to  catego* 
riae  tile  terrorist  organization’s 
rflmnfttgn  against  Iraq’s  Yazidi 
rdbmous  sect  as  genoade  -  but 
waTnol  indude  Cnristians  as  tar¬ 
gets  of  genocidal  acts. 

Moore  said  in  hb  letter  he 
supports  a  UJ&  declaration  that 
ISIS  has  committed  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  commit  graodde,  but 
he  called  for  Keny^  recognize 
eveiy  vbte  of  every  community 

w  distrart^  by  a  guib> 

bhng  over  terminology  tiiat  mbe- 
ly  datnyubhes  between  victims 
of  equa^  horrific  atrocities.* 

Iraqi  and  Syrian  Christians 
*have  fooed  mass  beheadings, 
crudfixioo,  and  other  atrocities 
for  the  dime  of  foflowing  Jesus 
Christ,*  Moore  wrote,  nhb  b 
and  dvflbatkxLJBuat 


it  so.* 

A  leadinx  human  rights  advo¬ 
cate  in  the  U.S.  Houae  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  a  former  member 
of  the  U.S.  CommbBion  on  In- 
tematkmat  Rehgious  Freedom 
(USCnRFJdso  spoke  the 
expected  exchisMm  of  0Qri8tian& 

be^^Mxked  and  £aniayed  the 
Obama  adminbtretion  *would 
even  think  to  exdu^  the  present 
day  BQKX^  of  eSAeians.* 
*lgnoring  Chrbtfans,  and  the 
full  range  m  religious  and  eth¬ 
nic  groiM  who  nave  b^n  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  ISIS  genocide,  would 
continue  [President  Obama’s] 
pofir'  of  sflenoe  and  weak  re¬ 
sponse,*  Smith  said  in  a  Nov.  13 
written  statement. 

Nina  Shea,  director  of  the 
Huebon  Institute’s  Center  for  Re- 


hgioiis  Freedom  and  a  USCIRF 
oommbsioDer  from  1909  -  2012, 
described  Christians’  ttte  at  the 
hands  of  ISIS  forces  in  a  Nov.  13 
piece  for  National  Review. 

^Christians  have  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  the  thousands,*  Shea 
wrote.  i[hristbai  wixnen  and 
oris  are  vulnerbbb  to  sexual  en- 
savement  Mai^  of  tiieir  der^ 
bate  been  aasasMnated  and  thw 
dnurcheB  and  ancient  monaster¬ 
ies  demolbbed  or  desecrated 
Ih^  have  been  aystematically 
stripped  of  a&  tiieir  wealth,  and 
tiioee  too  elderly  or  aidk  to  flee 
iSlS-controQed  territory*  have 
been  forced  to  convert  to  Islam 
orbeenkiDed. 

Moore,  Smith,  and  Shea  were 
responding  to  a  Nov.  12  article 
by  mvestintive  rqxxter  Michael 
Isikoff  of  Yahoo  News,  who  re¬ 
ported  tike  State  Deputment  is 
preparinatolidiel  ISu  ocsbugbt 
agamst  me  Yazidb  in  Iraq  as 
genocide.  A 1948  United  Nations 
treaty  says  genocide  indudes  the 
oommiaakNi  of  such  acts  as  mur¬ 
der  wttii  the  ‘intent  to  destroy,  in 
whob  or  in  part,  a  national,  eth¬ 
nical,  ,  or  re^sious  group.* 

Stite  Department  officials 
contend  attacks  on  Christians 
and  aainoritieB  otbar  tJuya  db 
Yazidb  impear  to  bD  short  of  the 

staixbrdestabliahed  in  the  geno¬ 
cide  treaty,  IsflusfT  reported. 

The  naming  of  victims  of 
geikocide  *b  not  an  academic 
matter,*  Shea  said  *A  genocide 
designation  would  have  sig- 
nib^  policy  implications  for 
American  efioits  to  restore  pr^ 
er^  and  lands  taken  foom  the 
minority  croups  and  for  offers 
of  aid,  mynmu  and  other  protec¬ 
tions  to  aiidi  victims.” 

Id  addition,  die  wrote,  it  would 
mean  the  UmM  States  and  ot^ 
countries,  under  tiie  genocide 
treaty,  *SNOuld  not  be  bound  to 
act  to  suppress  or  even  prevent 
the  genocide  of  tiiese  Christians." 

Moore  has  joined  <Rhers  in 
urging  Obama  and  Congress  to 
<k5gijate  ISIS  in  violation  of  the 

genocide  treaty. 
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FfmT  CHURCH.  IMAQNOUA.  licensed  James  Norris  to 
the  ministry  Nov.  8.  Shown  are  Keith  Tamer.  Norris,  his  wife 
Lauren,  and  pastor  Gene  Richards. 

■ 


St.  ^%alkmuie/S/ 

k  woiM.  wni  Mificno.  f  oansuwfrciM  unamsT  cmmmm 


SN.VER  CREEK  CHURCH.  MCCOIMR.  held  CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH.  PELAHATCHIE. 

a  pastor  appreciftion  celebration  for  Jimmy  ordained  Steve  Massey  as  deacon  Aug.  30. 
Smith.  Shown  are  pastor  John  Vaughn  and  Massey. 


m 


ZION  HILL  CHURCH.  AMITE  CO.,  spon-  BLUFF  SPRINGS  CHURCH  presented  Mary 
sored  a  Wdrid  Crafts  showing  on  Baptist  Fortenberry  (left)  with  framed  artwork  upon 

Wbmen's  Wdrid  Day  of  Prayer.  Presenters  were  her  retirement  as  treasurer  Oct.  31.  Sharon 
Brenda  Wilson.  Ann  Rials.  af>d  Linda  Sterling.  Anderson  proceeded  her  in  the  position. 
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The  Ares  IV  GA  Missioo  Madness  was  held  Nov.  7  at  FIRST  CHURCH.  MATHISTON,  with  136 
girls  from  10  counties  atterxiing.  Missior>aries  from  Clinton  and  Oklahoma  shared  their  experierKes 


In  other  Church  News: 

>  KBghland  Church.  Laurel,  is  hosting  Christ- 
mas  in  the  Highlands  Dec.  11-13.  Pri.  Sun.,  6  p.m., 
free  performances.  Sat.,  5  p.m.,  dinner  theater.  Tick¬ 
ets,  $2S  For  tickets  and  more  information,  call  (601) 
428^93.  Reserved  seating. 

>  Bethlehem  Church.  Morton,  is  hosting  Ac- 
teens  Day  Dec,  5.  10  a.m.  -  i  p.m.  Kay  Bennett, 
guest  speaker.  Lunch  provided;  RSVT  by  Nov.  27  to 
nkhcraig^^yahoo-com  or  caD  (601)732-8144  Partic¬ 


ipants  should  brins  either  pedes  of  Vienna  sausages, 
peanut  butter  craoufrs,  indhidually  wrapped  snack 
Items,  or  packs  of  men’s  socks. 

>  HH|h  HW  Church,  Neshoba  County,  is  hosting 
a  5th  Sunday  night  singing  Nov.  29. 6  p.m.,  featuring 
Servants  (Quartet.  Don  Cook,  pastor,  Mike  Barker, 
music  leadCT. 

►  The  senior  citizens  group  of  MonticeNo 
Church.  MontkeMo,  was  entertained  Nov.  12  bv 
Michael  Harris,  who  performed  hLs  award-winning 
program.  Memories. 
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2015  LOTTIE  MOON  CHRfSTMAS  OFFERING 


BECAUSE  OF 

WHO  HE  IS 


Answered  prayer  leads  to 
Gospel  shared  in  Vietnam 


CHRIST  —  Mary  Logan,  a  member  of  SpotsvaDod 
Church  in  Frederkkaburg,  Va„  presenu  the  Plan  of  Salvation 
through  an  interpreter  to  Chum  Truong's  family,  who  gath¬ 
ered  to  listen  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City,  Vietnam.  photo  cour¬ 
tesy  of  International  Mission  Board) 


hera  who  juithered  to  hear  Nm  T 
loiow  that  there  is  OQ^  one  wiw  to 
heaven  and  that's  tfaro^  Jesus.** 
For  the  Logans*  listeniiig  to 
Chuxn  and  Coi  share  their  new- 
found  ftdth  with  their  ^mily 
in  VionMm  was  wn  Minrir  to 
manypcaym. 


Nawr  church 

MMy  «*!«  couple  <rf  book* 
tnat  enoounfed  her.  Om  ww 
Ra^  W  bUenutioQal  Miarion 

Bpwd  (nn)  Praideat  Duvid 
Flatt  WandMtobestknoHrhow 
to  witness  in  &  Vietnamese  oom- 

PludericfalM^  *e 
Mhih  Ha  Fkuyen,  a  nmnayr 


stix^  om  niglit  Coi  helped  lend 
to  brother  to  the  Loitl  Ahendy 
they  wttnessed  the  Gospel  rencfa- 
mg  their  home  country . 

As  summer  2015  approached. 
Qnun  and  Coi  invited  the  Logans 

to  travel  with  them  to  VietnanL 
Jeny  and  Mary  famiediatdly  en- 

oounged  them  to  make  pia^  to 


For  Chum  and  CoL  the  trm  was 
about  watchmE  God  move  ui  the 
om  ci  their  mends  and  spread 
His  Word  to  unreacfaed  peoples 


Sms  sas^ 

Dignity  helps  needy  retirees 

BhnmonsUniveraCyinTexMthM  ^  **^.y^**  )ytn»  R^s  made  mcfa 

Ksthie  met  Johnny.  They  married  to  tiwvr  mmtiiK/  *  differenc*  because  it's  enabled 

_-n«as^.a,^be  the 


‘That's  when  Coi,  Chum,  and  I 
became  hiendaL*  said  Mary,  who 
now  is  a  member  of  Spobiwood 
ChiBcfa  with  her  husband.  T)ur 
children  were  dose  to  the  snme 
ageand  the^  were  able  to  pli|y 
together.  On  would  oome  to  my 


GuideStone’s  Mission 


JOHNNY  AND  KATHIE  MANSELL 


irst  Person:  From  one  pastor’s  wife  to  another 


Topically,  we  come  to  the  answer  are  —  not  just  survive.  How  do  we  teach  you  to  grow  in  your  knowi- 
that  we  believe  God  has  a  fknuish?  Get  involved  with  the  edge  of  God’s  Word.  Let  the  criti- 

ax^  purpose  for  us  in  this  speo^  peoj^  around  you.  Meet  busi-  asm  help  you  grow. 
ministTy  (Romans  8:28).  Minis-  ness  owners  in  the  community, 
tiy  is  tough,  but  being  in  the  will  go  to  sports  games  at  your  )oal  Rmaka  hh^rnaii 
of  God  makes  the  rew^  well  schools,  volunteer  at  the  commu-  ^  . 

worth  it  nity  pregnancy  center,  etc.  Doni  After  being  hurl  or  betrayed, 

withdraw.  Get  involved.  some  ministry  wrives  retreat 

-n.  •  «  •  .  smd  take  on  the  attitude,  “1  will  • 

T1irm,ioiinsli  never  do  that  again,- or  “I  will  Lovt  yottf  iMithaiMl 

We  may  not  like  wheie  our  **  mHOVaoln  never  allow  myself  to  make  a  Choose  to  love  your  husband 

lives  have  been  planted.  God  may  Let’s  be  honest  Some  people  friend  in  the  church  again.*  To  ea^  and  every  day.  Early  on  in 

have  caM  you  away  hxmevery^  arc  hard  to  love.  They-tnay  have  be  honest,  I  have  declared  these  ministry,  I  was  completely  bro- 

thing  you  as  TSf? ?****'!*!2l 

Hmitnrrr  until  .k  in  Something  huftful  about  OUT  hus-  early  in  mmistxy,  I  allowed  a  cnurcn  staff  member.  Tbc  wife 

a  dxfi^t  missaon^^l^  aie  They  may  have  temporary  ieeliiig  to  dictate  of  this  staff  roemto  was  «- 

tn  thim  and  flmrisk  %y»  tunied th£bacia oo the chuidi.  to  wh^  I  ministeT^  and  to  trcmely  vocal  le^irding  the  fact 
m  cnnve  ana  iJouristi  tmeie  we  They  may  be  a  constant  trouble-  whom  I  wanted  to  ignore.  Allow  tl^  she  hi^  bein^  a  mini^ffy 

maker  or  gossip.  Surprise  Aem  yourself  to  be  vulnerable.  It  is  in  wife  and  what  that  life  entailed 
by  loving  them  (Matthew  5^4).  those  moments  of  vulnerability  for  her  and  her  children.  She  dc- 

that  God  has  used  me  to  minis-  spised  hfgr  husband  ^  answer- 

im « _  ter  to  women  the  most.  God’s  caD  to  ministry  and  it 

apMii  mHn  HI  lovt  greatly  affected  the  athhide  of 

This  phrase  sounds  simple,  nt. _ ^ _ ■ _  our  church  members. 

right?  We  often  say  it  so  flippant-  lOrgfVHHHW  j  ^  choice  in  that  mo- 

ly,  almost  lil«  it  comes  as  second  In  ministry,  wounds  will  ment  that  I  would  love  my  bus- 
nature  to  us.  It  is  hard  to  speak  come.  Some  are  deep  and  some  buK)  and  pray  bold  praym  for 
truth  in  love  to  someone  vvho  has  are  shallow.  Often,  our  hearts  him.  When  God  caQed  my  husr 
hurt  you  or  is  a  constant  critic  of  want  to  keep  score.  Keeping  a  band  to  ministry,  He  callra  me 
your  husband.  However,  that  is  scorecard  is  beading  down  a  too.  God  called  me  to  be  my  hus- 
what  we  are  called  to  do  (Ephe-  slippery  slope.  Instead  of  walk-  baiKl’s  encoura^,  prayer  vwur- 
sians  4:15).  In  eadi  instance,  we  ing  around  with  bitterness  and  rior,  and  helper  (Genesis  2:18). 
must  control  the  desires  of  our  resentment,  choose  fcOTvcness 

flesh  and  choose  godliness  with  (Matthew  18:21-35).  The  blood  I  don’t  know  what  you  re  fac- 
our  words.  of  Jesus  demands  our  hearts  ing  in  yo’’’*  ministry,  I  hope 

to  be  broken  and  to  forgive  these  words  help  with  thc^ 
those  who  have  wronged  us  or  tough  mornings  and  give  you 
our  husbands.  some  practical,  biblical  truth  for 

the  tough  days  ahead. 

SHfVailfs  IlMIt  ^  director  of  wom- 

There  is  something  humbling  en’s  ministry  at  First  Church 
about  serving  the  local  church.  Immokalee  m  southwest  Ftori- 
Sadly,  many  ^urch  members  do  da,  where  her  husband  Timothy 
not  expect  the  pastor's  wife  to  lift  is  senior  pastor.  Her  commen- 


areas:  help  the  janitor  clean  the 
bathrooms  once  a  month,  vohm- 
teer  to  fold  the  bulletins,  be  the 
door  greeter  on  a  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  or  help  in  the  panc^  lot 
with  an  umordla  wbra  it  is  rain¬ 
ing  (Matthew  23:11). 
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Grow  in  criticisfn 

Oitidsm  is  unavoidable,  and 
stings  to  the  core.  Critical  words 
are  hard  to  hear  and  they  break 
our  hearts.  Hov^rcver,  ait  times, 
there  is  a  partial  truth  in  what 
is  being  said  You  must  take  to 
Scripture  the  words  being  said 
and  evaluate  whether  they  have 
any  credence.  You  must  allow 
the  words  to  transform  you  and 


Young  Rodriguez  goes  by  God  intended  without  the  gen- 
the  stage  name  Taylor  Gregory  der  confusion  brought  on  by 
while  living  with  his  mother  Re-  depictions  in  such  as  the  Barbie 
nee  for  ei^t  months  each  year  advertisement,  he  noted, 
in  Los  Alleles,  where  the  pair  “Churches  and  families  can 
seeks  work  for  him  in  the  enter-  be  a  huge  factor  in  teaching 
tainment  industry,  according  to  God’s  d^ign  for  humanity, 
a  November  18  article  ^  Jus-  relationships,  and  marriage, * 
tin  Mitchell  in  the  Biloxi-based  Johnston  said.  “God  made  us 
Sun  Herald  newspaper.  male  and  female  in  His  own 

Renee,  a  former  teacher,  image,  and  blurring  those 
homeschools  Tindor.  The  rest  distinctions  distorts  God’s 
of  the  farniW  -  Taylor’s  father  image  in  us.* 

Iana  two  sib-  p— it  is  more 
lings  —  live  important  than  ever 

year-round  in  f  for  churches  to  learn 

Biloxi,  Mitch-  how  to  encourage  chil- 

ell  wrote.  dren  to  accept  tneir  bi- 

Tbe  Sun  ofogical  gender  iden- 

Herald  article  |  tity.  He  referenced  a 

Quoted  Pan-  previous  Baptist 

dora  Boxx,  a  first-person  article  on 

drag  queen  gender  identity  that 

row  und  come-  ^TrirM  offers  parenting  tips 

dian  from  for  connecting  with 

Rochester,  N.Y.,  as  posting  sensitive  ho^.  The  article  can 
on  social  media.  “This  almost  befoundatbpnews.net/34779/ 
made,  me  I  used  to  play  firstperson-parenting-the-sen- 
with  *my  sister’s  Barbies  and  sitive-soul. 
feh  suen  shame  afterward.  I'm  “After  all  is  said  and  done, 
so  glad  we  can  just  let  kid.s  be  it  .still  comes  down  to  the  truth 
kids.  Thank  you  for  this!  Boys  that  Crod  created  them  male 
like  dolls  too!"  and  female.  Regardless  of  what 

Not  so  fast,  said  Johnston,  culture  says  and  does  we  must 
Children  have  to  be  taught  to  never  compromise  on  that 
grow  into  the  men  and  women  tnith."  Stith  said 
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der  issues  and  foimd- 
ed  Family  and  (fender 
Issues  Ministries  in 
Southlake,  Texas,  be- 
lieves  parents  should 
not  buy  their  sons  toys  H^ii^ 
that  are  clearly  femi- 
nine  in  nature.  ^ 

“Male  children  can  ^ 

certainly  be  dravm  to  JOHW3 
things  that  are  con¬ 
sidered  more  feminine.  They 
may  be  more  artistically  in¬ 
clined,  more  sensitive.  This 
is  not  a  bad  thing,”  said  Stith, 
who  formerly  served  as  the 
gender  issues  strategist  for 
tne  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  “The  danger  is  when 
we  as  a  culture  encourage 
that  child  to  pursue  a  femi¬ 
nine  identity." 


CMkwiCaBliSOVTOMSTS _  wxk  idwkR  «xo0w<  evntog  poM 

StASCDGUSS:i«ir«todoM«diRim  CuMwwi^^apkaVVStrwitot^ 

KaSpv9lNnidQkakJadaorc601-6Q2-()2Q2  porw  601-902-2092 _ _ 

UWVERMTY  BAPTgT  CHURCH  0  OTOL  «aS»SWWBD0l^5I^ 
MGAFULbTBKYOUTHMWaTDlSorxl  OCSKm,  FASRCATION. 
rcajmntoUM««tolyBRMQiuRJ>.Mtor«or^  bargNanatgtow oorc a cM 800-366-2706 
AN%BaitotoSaadiCommRii.904Mwwd  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSOE  VACATION 
S»^  Thbodaa.  lA  70301  or  rnmi  uboQ  CONDOS:  GdT  Shem  A  Or»^  AL 

M  (fevci  tnm  ChrtNtan  FaiVy  km- 
GET  THE  KfT  RATES  ON:  Hrcdtolnajranci  xN  pfW  on  t»  BMC^  ixwxgiJshorwo^ 
•to  MKkJTC  SioRnM  CM  1-80(«41-  do*  corn.  206-5660368  205-752-1231 

8198  or  VM  vwmt  TuinthnxuranoaOnInx  com  251-752-2366 


Tnt  Baftisi  RKT>kD  November  26.  2015 


Couple  completes  impressive  trek  for  missions,  NAME 


CLEVELAND.  Ttnn.  (BP)  ~ 
Army  veteran  Tom  Cawood 
set  out  in  the  heat  of  Aug^  to 
ride  his  hike  from  San  Diego, 
Ca.,  to  St.  Augustine,  FI.  Alona 
the  way,  he  and  wife  Pat  helped 
raise  awareness  for  missions 
and  the  North  Americau  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (NAMB). 

When  most  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries  are  slowing  dovm,  Ca¬ 
wood,  8i,  gives  the  impression 
of  gaining  speed.  His  life  motto 
is,  “life  u  uke  water  skiing.  If 
you  slow  do%vn,  you  go  down.* 

Cawood,  follows  by  his 
%vife  in  a  recreational  vehicle, 
first  beg^  planning  the  coast- 
to^ast  ioumey  in  ^ril. 

This  18  not  the  Tennessee 
native's  first  adventure,  or  the 
first  time  he  has  faceo  a  for¬ 
midable  challenge.  As  a  young 
child,  Cawood  fell  out  of  a  win¬ 
dow  and  broke  his  back.  While 
recovering,  he  contracted  tu¬ 
berculosis  in  the  hospital.  Doc¬ 
tors  said  he  would  not  live  past 
age  20.  Cawood  defeated  the 
^ds  and  went  on  to  serve  in 
the  U.S.  Army  for  two  years 
stationed  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
as  an  electronic  technician  for 
guided  missiles. 

“We  bleed  red,  white,  and 
blue,*  Cawood  said  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  military  heritage.  “My  ivife's 
father  was  in  the  Navy  (for 
nearly  30  years]  and  I  was  in 
the  Army.  We  have  a  son  serv¬ 
ing  in  Gennany.  We  lost  our 
Marine  son  in  2008  in  an  auto 
accident.  We  have  a  god¬ 
daughter  who  served  m  the 
Navy  and  a  grandson  in  the 
Army.* 

Cawood  became  a  Christian 
at  age  14  and  went  on  to  serve 
in  various  ministries.  *I  have 
been  a  Sunday  School  teacher, 
a  deacon,  a  draa^ent  super¬ 
visor,  and.  well,  just  about  ev¬ 
erything  else,*  he  said.  He  also 
worked  for  a  sheriffs  depart¬ 
ment  and  was  asked  to  be  the 
chaplain  of  the  reserve  officers. 


GEAflINO  UP  -Tom  (left)  and  Pat  Cawood  along  with  their 
dog  Shaina  prepare  for  their  S.OOO-mile,  cross-country  fund¬ 
raising  bike  ride.  Tom,  81,  a  U.S.  Army  veteran,  used  the  trip 
to  highlight  the  Send  North  America  strategy  at  stops  made 
at  churches  on  Sundays  during  the  trip.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of 
Legendary  Images) 


Pat  noted,  “The  God  ap- 
pointmenjts  have  just  been 
amazing.* 

The  Cawoods,  members  of 
First  Church  in  Cleveland,  Tn., 
planned  their  trip  with  the  goal 
of  raising  mon^  and  a%vare- 
ness  for  three  omnizations 
that  held  a  spram  meaning 
for  them:  the  Livestrong  pro¬ 
gram  through  the  YMCA,  Dis¬ 
abled  American  Veterans,  and 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board. 

The  couple  said  they  wMt- 
ed  to  emphasize  missions 
throughout  their  trip,  placing 
a  spei^c  interest  in  NAMB’s 
wore  and  its  Send  North 
America  emphasis  on  planting 
churches  in  50  key  cities. 

*We  %vere  talking  to  our  pastor 
about  how  we  can  tie  it  an  togeth¬ 
er,*  Pat  said.  *Our  pttrtor  toU  us 
one  day,  'Do  you  resloe  that  you 
are  gouk  to  be  riding  through 
three  of  me  Send  cities,  and  if  you 
count  Atlanta,  tfaaf s  four.* 


“This  all  led  us  into  adopting 
the  Send  North  America  strat¬ 
egy,*  Pat  said. 

The  Cawoods  explored 
NAMB's  website  and  studied 
the  Send  North  America  strate¬ 
gies,  NAMB's  farm  sy^em,  and 
an  overview  of  the  cities  they 
would  travel  through. 

During  the  Cawoods*  trip, 
I  they  always  stopped  to  rest  on 
Saturday  evening  and  would 
find  a  place  to  attend  riiurch  on 
Sunday  roornintt.  The  couple 
visitea  various  churches  where 
they  often  were  given  time 
to  speak  to  the  congregation 
about  their  journey. 

•In  Baton  Rouge,  we  %vere 
able  to  look  up  some  of  the  spe¬ 
cific  projects  for  New  Orleans 
and  present  them,*  Pat  said. 
“We  would  just  direct  people 
to  NAMB  and  teO  them  to  see 
where  thw  can  be  involved.* 

The  Onvoods  distributed 
between  700  -  800  reference 
cards  that  shared  information 
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about  NAMB.  “Who  knows 
how  fer  those  have  traveled?* 
Pat  wondered  aloud. 

The  C^%vood8  also  picked 
Livestrong  and  Disabled 
American  Veterans  because  of 
the  dose  ties  they’ve  had  with 
the  organizations  through  the 
years.  “We  have  friewto  who 
are  disabled  American  veter¬ 
ans,  and  so  we  knew  that  it  was 
the  right  narii,*  Tom  said. 

The  Cawoods  picked  the 
Livestrong  program  because 
of  the  prevalence  and  sever¬ 
ity  of  cancer.  “Our  son  had 
the  same  cancer  that  Lance 
Armstrong  had  a  few  years 
^o,  so  we  became  aware  of 
the  program  then*  Pat  noted, 
“Everybody  has  someone  or 
knows  someone  who  has  gone 
throu^  the  trials  of  dealing 
with  cancer.* 

A  yw  before  the  trip,  Tom 
was  diagnosed  %vith  ^dney 
cancer  and  had  om  of  his  kid¬ 
neys  removed.  Prior  to  Tom’s 
cancer,  he  was  in  a  severe 
motorcycle  aoddent  at  age  74 
where  he  was  admitted  to  an 
intensive  care  unit  and  was  on 
life  support  for  five  weeks. 

“He  should  not  have  sur¬ 
vived,*  Pat  said. 


The  cross-counUy  bic>xl(! 
trip  ended  up  being  far  mord 
intense  than  the  Cawoods  haef 

Slannc^.  There  were  man> 
ays  when  the  temperature 
was  at  least  114  degrees.  The 
Cawoods  froze  wet  paper  tow 
^  and  stuck  them  in  Tom’s 
helmet. 

“We  would  start  at  3:30  a.m  I 
and  ride  under  the  moonlightl 
in  Older  to  get  miles  in  beforel 
it  got  too  hot,*  Pat  said.  I 
Despite  the  heat,  miles,  andl 
exhaustion,  Tom  remained! 
faithful  to  the  task  at  hand.f 
“He’s  just  an  amaziiig  guy,*" 
Pat  said,  “but  we  serve  an  even 
more  amazing  God. 

The  Cawoods  reached  the 
finish  line  on  the  bea(  Jies  of 
Augustine  on  Oct.  14*  “While 
we  were  out  there,  we  thought 
the  end  would  never  come  but 
here  we  are,*  Tom  said,  recall¬ 
ing  that  at  the  hardest  parts  of  I 
his  ride  he  would  think  of  the  I 
popular  song.  One  Day  At  a  [ 
Time,  Sweet  Jesus. 

“When  we  reach  out  and 
walk  with  the  Lord  and  we  walk 
in  His  strength,  then  there  isn’t 
anything  we  can’t  do,*  be  said. 
“Its  one  step,  one  pedal,  and 
one  breath  at  a  time. 
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publication  data.  Artidas  that  art  not  dateaansitiva  wHI  ba 
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God  Provides  •  Genesis  24:1-17 


When  did  you  last  surprise  God? 
kireW  1  jest!  Surprise  God?  “Not  pos¬ 
sible,  you  say.  Yet  we  are  surpnsed 
i^en  God  answers  our  prayers  so 
quickly,  like  He  did  not  have  time 
to  adequately  prepare  for  our  needs. 
Jesus  warned  His  believers  in  Mat¬ 
thew  6:7-8,  “But  when  ye  pray,  use 
not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen 
do:  for  they  think  that  th^  shall  be 
beard  for  their  much  speaking.  Be  not 
e  therefore  like  unto  them:  for  vour 
father  knoweth  what  thin^  ye  nave 
need  of,  before  ye  ask  him,^(KJV).  So 
God  never  looks  at  the  nearby  angels 
after  you  pray  and  says,  “I  knew  she 
was  upset.  Now  I  know  what's  bother¬ 
ing  her.  Why  did't  she  tell  me  sooner? 
I  wish  rd  have  known!” 

God  knew  Isaac  needed  a  wife  and 
not  one  from  Canaan.  Abraham  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  James  2:22  as  a  friend  of 
God.  He  understood  God’s  heart,  so 
he  understood  that  Isaac  must  marry 
from  Abraham’s  kin  back  in  Mes4^- 
tamia.  In  Genesis  14  we  read  how  God 
used  Abraham  and  his  servants  to  res¬ 
cue  Lot  and  the  King  of  Sodom  when 
they  %vere  taken  hostage.  Aftenvards 
the  King  of  Sodom  offered  to  reward 
Abraham,  yet  Genesis  14:22-23  reads, 
“And  Abram  said  to  the  king  of  So¬ 
dom,  1  have  lift  up  mine  hand  unto 


the  Lord,  the  most  high  God,  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  I  will 
not  take  from  a  thread  even  to  a  shoe 
latchet,  and  that  I  will  not  take  any 
thing  that  is  thine,  lest  thou  shouldest 
say,  I  have  made  Abram  rich:,”  (KJV). 

Abraham  understood  that  he  was 
not  to  be  obligated  to  the  impure  Ca- 
naanites  in  the  land  that  one  day  his 
offspring  would  possess.  In  the  same 
way,  Isaac 

could  not  - 

take  a  %rife 
from  there 
either.  Just 
as  God 

expected 
Isaac’s  wife 
to  be  fam¬ 
ily,  He  ex¬ 
pects  that 
we  keep 

ourselves  from  impurity.  How  many 
marry  unbelievers  and  suffer,  or  behave 
like  the  lost  pmple  with  whom  they  as¬ 
sociate?  1  Corin&ians  15:3^  warns  that 
bad  companv  corrupts  goM  morak. 

So  Aoranam’s  servant  journeyed 
with  a  caravan  of  camels  and  other 
servants  to  Abraham’s  home  country. 
He  ended  up  in  Nahor  and  God  an¬ 
swered  the  servant’s  prayers.  Not  only 
did  Rebekah  offer  water  to  both  him 


and  his  camels  as  he  had  prayed,  she 
was  kin  to  Abraham.  Genesu  22:23 
reads,  “And  Bethuel  begat  Rebekah: 
these  eight  Milcah  did  bear  to  Na¬ 
hor,  Abraham’s  brother,”  (KJV).  Re- 
bekah’s  father,  Bethuel  was  the  son  of 
Nahor,  Abraham’s  brother.  So  Bethuel 
%ras  Uiuic's  first  cousin,  and  Rebekah 
was  Isaac’s  first  cousin  once  removed. 
We  read  this  story  and  marvel  that 
the  Lord 

-  -  answered 

PH  Abraham’s 
servant* 

Explore  Ike  Bilk  . 

-.1.  ®  Tke  girl 

with  Rick  Henson  Isaac 

to  marry 
did  just  as 
****  the  servant 
asked  and 

was  in  the  correct  family.  God  led 
the  servant  to  the  right  place  and  had 
prepared  Rebekah  for  this  day.  Either 
He  led  the  servant  to  pray  about  the 
events  before  He  knew  they  would 
happen,  or  He  caused  the  events  to 
match  the  servants  prayer  in  order 
to  reveal  Rebekah.  Either  way,  God 
did  it.  God  spoke  this  world  into  ex¬ 
istence.  Psalms  147:3-5  reveals  about 
the  Creator,  “He  healeth  the  broken  in 


heart,  and  bindeth  up  their  wounds. 
He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars;  be 
calleth  them  all  by  their  names.  Great 
is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power:  his 
understanding  is  infinite,”  tKJV).  God 
named  all  the  stars.  He  knows  every¬ 
thing.  He  made  everything.  Can  hav¬ 
ing  a  girl  water  the  camels  be  a  hard 
task  for  God?  I  don’t  think  so. 

Abraham  believed  God  and  it  was 
counted  to  him  as  rii^teousness,  the 
bible  says.  Rebekah  bdieved  Abraham’s 
servant.  She  left  her  father’s  home,  with 
a  man  she  did  not  know,  going  to  a 
place  she  had  never  been,  and  to  marry 
ner  husband  she  had  never  met.  Abra¬ 
ham  was  not  the  only  one  demonstrat¬ 
ing  faith  in  the  story.  As  Cjod  answered 
the  prayer  of  the  servant  of  Abraham, 
he  also  was  leadinil  Rebekah,  who  had 
a  marvelous  |daee  m  the  future  of  the 
nation  of  Israel.  Rebecca  did  not  bear 
directly  from  God  but  trusted  in  the 
servant  of  someone  who  had.  Like  the 
people  of  the  town  of  Sychar  in  John 
chapter  four,  they  trusted  in  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  the  woman  at  the  well  until 
they  met  Jesus.  The  same  God  still  use 
His  people  today  to  introduce  Jesus  to 
those  wno  haven’t  met  Him  yet. 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Church,  Brandon. 


When  Opposition  Strikes  •/Acfs  4:23-31 


After  a  six-week  study  of  Daniel  and 
lis  friends,  and  their  decades  of  fac¬ 
ing  -  and  triumphing  over  -  opposi¬ 
tion  from  a  heatnen  empire,  our  last 
lesson  for  this  quarter  snows  us  how 
the  early  church  faced  such  trials.  The 
story  picks  up  as  these  fledgling  believ¬ 
ers  were  displaying  great  boldness  and 
unity  by  employinc  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
«wer.  Lives  were  oeing  transformed 
y  the  thousands!  And  whenever  God 
is  mightily  at  work,  Satan  is  sure  to 
plan  and  commence  a  dastardly  attack. 

Such  was  the  case  here.  Just  as 
many  Jewish  leaders  tried  to  thwart 
snd  discredit  Jesus’  work  while  He 
was  physically  here,  these  enemies 
of  the  cross  sought  to  stir  up  trouble 
among  the  courageous  body  of  believ¬ 
ers.  In  Acts  3,  Peter  and  John,  on  the 
way  to  an  afternoon  prayer-time  at  the 
temple,  healed  a  man  crippled  from 
birth.  This  jubilant  man  drew  quite  a 
crowd,  and  Peter  used  the  opportunity 
to  preach  a  powerful  sermon,  issuing  a 
can  to  repentance  and  belief  in  Jesus. 

While  Peter  and  John  were  speak¬ 
ing,  the  priests,  the  captain  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  guard,  and  the  Saoducees,  “greatly 
disturbed  because  the  apostles  were 
teaching  the  people  and  proclaiming 
in  Jesus  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
(Acts  4:2  NIV),  apprehended  the  two, 
putting  them  in  Jail  overnight  (v.  3). 
However,  God’s  word  certainly  wasn’t 
bound;  “many  who  heard  the  message 
believed”  (v.  4). 


As  the  disciples  were  brought  out  the 
next  day,  they  were  questioned,  giving 
Peter,  '^lled  with  the  Holy  Spint"  (v. 

8),  another  opportunity  to  powerfully 
proclaim  Goas  word.  When  the  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  saw  the  courage  these  un¬ 
schooled  and  untrained  fishermen  ex¬ 
hibited,  “they  realized  they  had  been 
with  Jesus"  6^.  13  NKJV).  What  a  les¬ 
son;  the  Holy  Spirit’s  control  can  take 
the  weakest  saints,  and  make  them  in¬ 
struments  of  God’s  incredible  power, 
ready  to  stand  strong  in  the  face  of  op- 
position, 
and  share 

r^  ’^ltop  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

the  gos-  Hri7A  Ann  Maniscalco 

pel  mes¬ 
sage  from 
spreading 
further, 
the  chief 

priests  and  elders  commanded  Peter 
and  John  to  refrain  from  such  speak¬ 
ing,  but  the  two  adamantly  refused, 
saying,  “we  cannot  help  speaking 
about  what  we  have  seen  or  heard”  (v. 

20  NIV). 

Since  there  were  no  grounds  to  hold 
the  two  testifiers,  they  were  relcas^, 
returning  to  their  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ.  As  they  shared  what 
had  transpired  with  their  like-minded 
friends,  a  praise  service  broke  out!  The 


fellow  believers  “raised  their  voices 
together  in  prayer  to  God*  (v.  24  NIV). 
Recalling  David’s  prophetic  words  in 
Psalm  2:1-2,  they  realized  these  words 
about  the  Ixird’s  “anointed  one"  from 
the  long-ago  king  were  being  fulfilled 
(vs.  25-26).  Declaring  in  prayer  that 
only  what  God’s  “power  and  will  had 
decided  beforehand  should  happen”, 
they  exalted  the  Lord  together. 

Note  how  the  group  prayed.  They 
didn’t  req^uest  safety,  personal  com¬ 
fort  or  d^iverance  from  the  difficult 

w _  situation. 

Instead, 

I 

1-  -  p  1  o  r  e  d 

f  I  ifo  \  5^  ^  Lord 

I  LIIC  I  f  to  con- 

Irn  sider  the 

able  them 
to  “speak 
Ihis)  word 

with  great  boldness”.  They  also  asked 

for  G^’s  hand  (which  represents  his 
provision,  his  strength  and  his  work) 
to  be  manifested  by  performing  “signs 
and  wonders  through  the  name  of 
your  holy  servant  Jesus"  (v.  30).  The 
result?  God’s  hand  shook  the  place, 
filled  those  gathered  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  empowered  them  to  coura¬ 
geously  speak  the  message  (v.  31). 

We  can  likewise  fearlessly  face  op¬ 
position  and  spiritual  struggles.  In 


“Fervent”,  author  Priscilla  Shirer  adds 
insight  to  the  mighty  “weapons"  avail¬ 
able  to  us  (Ephesians  6:10-20).  She 
says  “the  one  weapon  that  ties  this 
whole  ensemble  together,  the  one  that 
activates  the  power  of  God  Himself, 
is  prayer.”  Of  the  words  “at  all  tunes 
in  verse  18,  she  relates  the  meaning  of 
the  word  (kairos)  in  the  original  ia 
guage:  it  “refers  to  specific  times,  ure 
cise  occasions,  and  particular  events. 
On  engaging  the  enemy,  she  reminds 
us,  “our  prayers  need  to  be  fervent 
and  specific,  strategic  and  personal, 
tied  to  the  specific  needs  arising  at 
that  specific  occasion.  That’s  the  kind 
of  prayer  that  energizes  the  armor  of 
God  for  maximum  effectivenes.s.. 

2  Timothy  1:7  (NKJV)  encourages 
us:  “For  God  has  not  given  us  a  spirit 
of  fear,  but  of  power  and  of  love  and 
of  a  sound  mino.”  Jesus,  preparing  the 
Twelve  for  a  “mission  trip”,  gave  them 
some  instructions,  adding,  “Behold.  I 
send  you  out  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of 
wolves.  Therefore  be  wise  as  serpents 
and  harmless  as  doves”  (Matthew 
10:16  NK,JV).  When  we  confront  such 
opposition,  let’s  be  sure  to  respond 
with  a  godly  mixture  of  spiritual  bold¬ 
ness  and  humbleness  of  heart. 

Ann  Maniscalco  is  a  inetnher  of 
Emmanuel  Bapfist  Church  in  Ocean 
Springs. 


The  Baptist  Record  November  26,  20/5 


II 


So.  Baptists  still  on  scene  of  Nepal  temblor 


SOUTH  ASIA  (BP)  —  The  their  real  names)  saw  that 
7.8-magnitiide  earthquake  Christian  workers  were  willing 
that  rocked  Nepal  in  April,  to  invest  their  lives  in  helping 
killing  more  than  9,000  peo-  to  disciple  and  equip  them  as 
pie,  quick^  thrust  the  Asian  well  as  their  chur^  and  other 
nation  into  the  spotli^t.  Re-  believers,  they  wanted  to  ex- 
lief  agencies  ana  vimnteers  press  their  gratitude. 

-  in^ding  Mississippi  Bap-  The  Thapas  made  a  finan- 
tists  --  arrived  in  t)M  countrys  dal  donation  to  the  Interna* 
capital  dty  of  Kathmandu  and  tional  Mission  Board  of  the 
outlying  villaaes  to  offer  help  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
to  NepaUs  %mose  lives  %vere  in  honor  of  Russell  and  the 
forever  changed.  Nee]3rs.  Their  g^ture  from 

Christum  workers  such  as  Asia  reflects  the  of  thou- 
Carl  RusaeD  (not  his  real  name)  sands  of  other  individuals  and 
and  Marcia  and  Drew  Ne^  churches  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
(not  their  real  names)  had  al-  Christmas  Offering  for  Inter- 
n»dy  been  at  work  in  this  pre-  national  Missions,  aiming  to 
dominateiyHiiidu  country  long  make  Kingdom  work  possible 
before  the  world  was  ivatching  in  Nepal  and  other  unreached 
the  tumult.  areas  ^obally. 

They  help  teach  behevers  in  Amit  and  Kiran  Thapa  not 
a  churdi  in  Kadimandu  how  only  gave  sacrificially,  but  their 
to  share  the  Gospel  %vith  other  lives  represent  many  among 
people  and  how  to  start  new  the  world’s  pe<mles  who  have 
churches.  Th^  also  meet  r^-  been  impacted  tor  the  Gospel 
lar^  mth  believers  to  disdple  because  Southern  Baptists  con- 
and  pny  with  them.  tinue  to  support  intemationa] 

In  Nepal  the  n^ber  of  be-  missions  through  each  year’s 
lievers  is  small,  mth  less  than  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer- 
one  percent  of  nearly  28.8  ing  as  well  as  their  churches’ 
million  people  trusting  in  Je-  year-round  gdts  through  the 
sus,  so  when  Nepali  believers  Cooperative  Program. 

Amit  and  Kiran  Thapa  (not  Learorooreatimb.org/give. 


ONLY  BUBBLE  LEFT  -- A  motfmr  carries  her  chlM  through  the  streets  Kafthmandu,  Na^ 

after  the  TBroegrutude  earthquake  in  April.  Because  of  the  Lottie  Moon  Christines  Offering  for  lnte^ 
national  Missions  and  Cooperative  Program,  Christien  workers  already  are  there,  teaching  believefs 
how  to  share  the  Goepei  end  start  new  churches.  (BP  photo  oouftasy  of  International  Mission  Board) 


Nepal  constitution  dispute  results  in  fuel  shortage 


KATHMANDU  Nepal  (BP)  ~  tend  down  the  streetsBNNth-  ready  tired  from  the  non-stop 
A  new,  man-made  disaster  is  mandu,  said  BGR  partnerCarl  relief  work, 
complicating  efforts  to  help  Russell  (not  his  real  name).  *Wcaiy  does  not  bejpn  to  de- 

Nepalis  recover  from  the^dev-  Many  drivers  sit  with  their  ve-  scribe  thw  days,”  said  Marcia 
astating  earthquake  that  struck  hides  late  into  the  nighL  bop-  Nedy  (not  her  real  name),  who 
the  country  in  April.  ing  for  an  allotment  of  fuel,  is  assisting  with  the  effort.  *1 

Ongoing  protests  over  Ne-  Personal  vehicles  are  limited  recently  arranced  to  pav  nearly 
pal’s  new  constitution  have  to  four  gallons  at  a  time.  A  Ne-  $20  a  gallon  for  a  httle  bit  of 
shut  down  the  main  road  be-  pali  ministry  partner  recently  gas  from  someone  vrho  prom- 
tween  India  and  Nepal  since  paid  the  equivalent  of  $32  a  ises  it  is  ’good.’  I  rode  my  bky- 
Sept  24.  The  rood  is  the  pri-  gallon  for  fuel.  de  to  seven  different  pharma- 

maiv  suppty  line  for  fiid  and  Taxi  and  public  transpor-  des  to  try  to  get  a  prescriptioa 
fooo  into  Nepd.  Nepal  daims  tation  costa  uve  tripled  or  filled,  and  tb«i  onfy  found  hatf 
that  India  instituted  a  blockade  quadrupled.  Rising  fiid  coats  of  what  I  need.” 
along  t^  border.  News  reports  have  driven  np  prices  for  In  Kathmandu,  a  shortage  of 
say  doiens  of  fuel  trucks  are  all  supplies.  fiiel  for  public  transportation 

stranded  at  the  border.  The  crisis  threatens  the  re-  has  forced  passengers  cling  to 

Nepal  is  heav^  dependent  coveiy  effort,  Rusaell  said.  ”We  rad»  designed  for  luggage  on 


